Five Trucker Tips for Qe

bess-than-truckload (LTL) freight transportation

Dock Efficienc i ot e e e o
y ating as efficiently o possible witlout compromising

saflety, relubibiny or guality,
There are several steps shippers and camers can

take 1o guarantee freight pickeps and deliveries oc-
cur as swiflly as possible.

An LTL camier's success depends on the
shipper's, and it begins and ends at a critical

point of intersection: the freight dock. Mo aspatmi- il iriato g
By Th Clark i. Collaborate and Communbeate. To meet ship-

pers’ expeciations, LTL carriers need freight that
truvels well and fits ino their system while packag-
ing provides ample protection. That's & leam effoi,



L, Label evervihing. Precautionary markings pro-
vade immsediale., dJnup:'-pl::'wll!lnF IAFECEaOnNs ]"rr:l.g,'lil
comes 10 all shopes pnd sires with varying bevels of fra-
gility, Il o package cannol be tipped, double-stacked or
laid on s side, it should be accurately labeled as such,
Aulditbonally, some "I-III:PI'III:III'\- require the use of special
equipment, such as extended forklifl blades for “long™
shipmenis, To ensure swill and proger handling, carriers
can supply stickers 1o the shipper or shippers can purchase
pre-stamped packaging matenials.

3. Verily ol freight on the hill of lading. Verifying tha
all of the reigh being ransporied — including accurate
picce counts — ks reflecied properly on the bill of lading
I1|;'!F|~. carmers and \El:p]!r.'n valdate all MECEssary infior-
mislicd L ensune aocurale, I||||r.'l:. anil 4.'-:H|1|1-'I|;I:' el ory
f:l'nil..'r1|1-1|-:r|n shioeld be accurale and '\[H;'I.'Irlh.' Liv preveril
Jalll_'lpc amad bt lll:'ll,:hl To strepmline s [rcess, Carm-
eI Cai o 1l \.hlrlpcn. wilh standardesed Bills of |i.I||J.II'IF

d, shrink-wrap the Preight and the pallet, One of



To achieve the highest levels of efficiency on the road and at
the dock, it is critical that shippers and carriers are aligned.

the most impariant methods o avoeld wasted time and
damage to products is o secure products on palles using
shrink wrap. The better shippers can “unitize™ and sccure
multiple canons on o pallel, preventing cartons frosm shifi-
ing or slipping during iransit, the better they will stand up
1o the rigors of transit through an LTL sysiem. Effective
shrmk-wrap lechmgue is the single-most effective mea-
sure a shipper can use o profect their goods, ensure an
exceplion-free delivery, and enable their LTI carrier to
handdle the goods safely, efMiciently and securely,

5. Knww and Follow the Rules, Finally, consulting the
Mational Motor Frelght Classification (NMPC) standanls

provides insight and informption 1o help shippers move
freight safely and securely. The NMFEC guide provides
commodity descriptions, transponation miles, bill of lad-
ing formats and packaging requirements. To achieve the
highesi levels of elficiency on the romd and on the dock, it
is critical that shippers and carmers are aligned and work-
mg ol of the some playbook, Full detals abowt the NMFC
standands can be found on the National Motor Freight Traf-
fic Association’s Web sie, www NMFTA 0rp Vilisl,
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